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TEAMING WITH WILDLIFE

a natural investment

NATIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE

AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY * AMERICAN ZOO AND AQUARIUM ASSOCIATION
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FISHAND WILDLIFE AGENCIES = IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE OF AMERICA
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY = NATIONAL WILD TURKEY FEDERATION = NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY = THEODORE ROOSEVELT CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP * THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY = WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE

July 22, 2005

The Honorable Conrad Burns The Honorable Byron Dorgan
Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Interior Subcommittee on Interior
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Charles Taylor The Honorable Norman Dicks
Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Interior Subcommittee on Interior
United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairmen and Ranking Members:

As leading supporters of the 3,000 member strong Teaming With Wildlife Coalition, we urge you and
the Interior Appropriations conferees to accept the Senate appropriation of $72 million for the State
Wildlife Grants Program in the Fiscal Year 2006 Interior Appropriations bill. Earlier this year, 55
Senators and 128 Representatives from both parties and every region of the country joined us in calling for
at least $85 million for State Wildlife Grants, and the President’s budget calls for $74 million. Given this
level of broad, bipartisan support, we hope you will maintain the momentum behind this critical program by
supporting the Senate language.

State Wildlife Grants is the nation’s core program for preventing wildlife from becoming endangered
in every state. Wildlife conservation has always been a partnership between the federal government and
the states. As part of that partnership, State Wildlife Grants provides essential resources to support
practical, on-the-ground conservation efforts aimed at declining fish, wildlife, and habitat. The program
helps restore degraded lands and waters, reintroduce native species, and encourage the effective stewardship
of private lands. Through early, strategic investments, the State Wildlife Grants program helps save
taxpayer dollars by avoiding costly conflicts over endangered species listings.

Over only a few years, the State Wildlife Grants program has funded practical, non-regulatory,
cooperative conservation projects in every state and territory. As a coalition of conservation
organizations, wildlife management professionals, outdoor enthusiasts, and other supporters of wildlife
conservation, we’ve seen the tangible benefits of these projects in the communities where we live and work.
No other program in the Interior Department’s budget has had the same effect for declining wildlife across
North America.



The House of Representatives provided $65 million for the State Wildlife Grants program in the FY 2006
Interior Appropriations Bill, and the Senate provided $72 million. Splitting the difference between the
House and Senate bills would result in a cut from last year’s $70 million appropriation. This would
signal a lack of federal commitment to the goal of preventing wildlife from becoming endangered.

Although the budget is tight, reliable and adequate funding is essential for the continued success of
the State Wildlife Grants program. Uneven funding for State Wildlife Grants has a profound impact on
the ability of wildlife agencies and their partners to take action to conserve wildlife before they need
endangered species listings and costly recovery efforts. Cutting funding for State Wildlife Grants is penny-
wise and pound-foolish. Now more than ever, we should be focusing limited resources on this kind of

smart, effective investment.

Please join us in our commitment to the long-term goal of keeping wildlife from becoming
endangered by supporting $72 million for State Wildlife Grants in the Fiscal Year 2006 Interior

Appropriations bill.
Sincerely,

Robert F. Minter Jr., President
Ada County Fish & Game League

Al Redding, President
Alabama BASS Federation

Corky Pugh, Director
Alabama Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division

Eric J. Taylor, President
Alaska Chapter of The Wildlife Society

M. Lane Stephens, Executive Director
Allied Sportsmen's Associations of Florida, Inc.

David Fischer, Director of Government Relations
American Bird Conservancy

Gus Rassam, Executive Director
American Fisheries Society

Capt. Joel Brandenburg,
Ana Banana Fishing Company, Inc.

Thomas Martin Eads, Owner
Apalach Gallery

Joseph P. Sullivan, President
Ardea Consulting

Duane L. Shroufe, Director
Arizona Game and Fish Department

Don Farmer, President
Arizona Heritage Alliance

Mary Jo Forman-Miller, President
Arizona Wildlife Federation

Bobby Davenport, President
Arkansas BASS Federation

Doyle Shook, Chapter President
Arkansas Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Stan Senner, Executive Director
Audubon Alaska

Sam K. Campana, Executive Director
Audubon Arizona

Thomas R. Baptist, Executive Director
Audubon Connecticut

David Anderson, Executive Director
Audubon Florida

Rick Leader, Executive Director
Audubon Maryland-DC

Mark Peterson, Executive Director
Audubon Minnesota

Roger Still, Executive Director
Audubon Missouri



Paul Tebbel, Co-Director
Audubon Nebraska

Marian Langan, Co-Director
Audubon Nebraska

David Henderson, Executive Director
Audubon New Mexico

Albert Caccese, Director of Conservation and
Government Relations
Audubon New York

Chris Canfield, Executive Director
Audubon North Carolina

Jerry Tinianow, Executive Director
Audubon Ohio

Dave Esbaugh, Executive Director
Audubon Oregon

Timothy Schaeffer, Executive Director
Audubon Pennsylvania

Pauline P. Reetz, Conservation Chairman
Audubon Society of Greater Denver

Doug Parker, Executive Director
Audubon Vermont

Jim Martin, Conservation Director
Berkley Conservation Institute

Donald Dann, President
Bird Conservation Network

Bill Felts, Conservation Policy Director
California Fly Fishers Unlimited

Leonard J. Vallender, Chair
Campfire Club of America

Rev. Charles Lord, Chair
Caney Fork Headwaters Association

Jenny Lawler, Naturalist
Cedar County Conservation Board

Jacob Smith, Executive Director
Center for Native Ecosystems

William Metcalf, President
Chestnut Ridge Rod & Gun Club

Rob Loflin, Natural Resources Director
City of Sanibel, Florida

Eric Odell, President
Colorado Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Suzanne O'Neill, Chair
Colorado Wildlife Federation

Tom Butch, President
Columbia County Federation of Conservation Clubs

Jeff Crane, President
Congressional Sportsmens Foundation

Marjorie Ziegler, Executive Director
Conservation Council for Hawaii

Judd Kirkham, President
Conservation Federation of Missouri

Karan Bailey, President
Conservation Southeast Inc.

Josetta Hawthorne, Executive Director
Council for Environmental Education

Nathaniel G. Emery, President
Crookston Student Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Rev. Walter Stark, Chair
Cumberland Countians for Peace & Justice

David Case, President
D.J. Case & Associates

Rodger Schlickeisen, President
Defenders of Wildlife

Laurie Ann Macdonald, Florida Director
Defenders of Wildlife - Florida

Jennifer Gochenaur, Associate Director
Delaware Nature Society

Barbara Marsala, President
Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society

Elizabeth Irlandi, Assistant Professor
Department of Marine and Environmental Systems

Douglas K. Duncan, Senior Co-Chair
Desert Tortoise Council



Eileen Schwinn, President
Eastern Long Island Audubon Society

Bruce Levine, Director

Eureka Springs Parks and Recreation Commission

David Jones, President
Florida Disabled Outdoors Association

Manley Fuller, President
Florida Wildlife Federation

Tom Arndorfer, Director
Fontenelle Natura Association

D. "Dewey" Pierotti, Jr., President
Forest Preserve District of DuPage County

Raymond Lee, President
Foundation for North American Wild Sheep

John Tschohl, Founder
Game and Fish Coalition

June Summers, President
Genesee Valley Audubon Society

Gary W. Johnson, State Director for Political
Information
Georgia Chapter of Quail Unlimited

Tom Dean, State Director
Georgia Chapter of Quail Unlimited

Mike Conner, President
Georgia Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Lee Schisler, Executive Director
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Association

Land Tawney, Board Member
Hellgate Hunters and Anglers

Joe Tanner, President

Heritage and Wildlife Conservation Council
Tim Maloney, Executive Director

Hoosier Environmental Council

Saul Scheinbach, Co-President
Hudson River Audubon Society of Westchester

Russell W. Heughins, President
Idaho Bird Hunters

J. Kent Marlor, President
Idaho Wildlife Federation

Aaron Yetter, President
Illinois Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Joel Brunsvold, Director
Illinois Department of Natural Resources

David L. Thomas, Chief
Illinois Natural History Survey

Rebecca Dolan, President
Indiana Native Plant and Wildflower Society

John Baughman, Executive Vice President
International Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies

Arthur Bronson, President & CEO
International Federation of Black BASS Anglers

Eric Nuse, Executive Vice President
International Hunter Education Association

Douglas C. Harr, President
JIowa Audubon

Jeffrey R. Vonk, Director
Iowa Department of Natural Resources

Joe Wilkinson, President
Towa Wildlife Federation

Thomas M. Franklin, Conservation Director
Izaak Walton League of America

Jim Smith, Chair
Johnson County Izaak Walton League Chapter

Steven G. Sorensen, President

Kansas Wildlife Federation

Donald S. Dott, Jr., Executive Director
Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission

David E. DuBord, President
Kindred Wildlife Club

Rand Wentworth, President
Land Trust Alliance

Ronnie Wells, President
League of Kentucky Sportsmen, Inc.



Dwight Landreneau, Secretary
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

Michael Rupp, President
Maricopa Audubon Society

Michael Forsberg, Owner
Michael Forsberg Photography

Dan W. Potter, President
Michigan State Chapter of National Wild Turkey

Federation

Steve Gray, President

Midwest Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies

Wayne Morton, President
Missouri Prairie Foundation

Craig Sharpe, Executive Director
Montana Wildlife Federation

Betsy Loyless, Senior Vice President
National Audubon Society

Kevin S. Curtis, Vice President
National Environmental Trust

Bob Fountain, Senior Field Supervisor
National Wild Turkey Federation-Georgia

Brandon Houck, Regional Wildlife Biologist
National Wild Turkey Federation-Nebraska

Larry Schweiger, President & CEO
National Wildlife Federation

Emily B. Roberson, Director
Native Plant Conservation Campaign

P. Joseph Gabig, Owner
Natural Resources Consulting

Heather Taylor, Deputy Legislative Director
Natural Resources Defense Council

Mark Schaefer, President & CEO
NatureServe

Lindsay Rogers, President
Nebraska Association of Conservation and
Environment Education

Laurel Badura, President
Nebraska Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Vince Shay, Executive Director
Nebraska Chapter-The Nature Conservancy

Dave Sands, Executive Director
Nebraska Land Trust

Kelly Wells, Coordinator
Nebraska Partnership for All-Bird Conservation

Marian Maas, President
Nebraska Wildlife Federation

David Houghton, President
New Hampshire Audubon

Lee E. Perry, Executive Director
New Hampshire Fish and Game Department

William S. Huey, Past Secretary
New Mexico Department of Natural Resources

Terry Riley, President
New Mexico Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Theresa Carbrey, Education Coordinator
New Pioneer Co-op

Christopher Moorman, President
North Carolina Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Larry Thompson, Executive Director
North Carolina Wildlife Federation

Jason DuBord, Executive Director
North Dakota Wildlife Federation

Maureen Cullinane, President
North Fork Audubon Society

Norberto J. Castro, Executive Director/CEO
Oklahoma City Zoological Park and Botanical
Garden

Vonceil Harmon, Animal Supervisor-Antelopes
Oklahoma City Zoological Park and Botanical
Garden

Andy McDaniels, Executive Director
Oklahoma Wildlife Federation



Paul Holmes, President
Peace River Audubon Society

William Reichert, Conservation Director
Pennsylvania BASS Federation

Jerry Hassinger, President
Pennsylvania Biological Survey

Mike Creamer, President
Pennsylvania Deer Association

Melody Zullinger, Executive Director
Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, Inc

Catherine Hammond, Executive Director
Pennsylvania League of Conservation Voters

Felipe Chavez-Ramirez, Executive Director
Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust

David Gaillard, Interim Executive Director
Predator Conservation Alliance

Rocky Evans, President
Quail Unlimited

Brian Murphy, Executive Director
Quality Deer Management Association

Loretta P. Victor, President
Quinnipiac Valley Audubon Society

Celeste Koon, President
River Bluffs Audubon Society

Rod Miller, President
Rocky Mountain Anglers

James T. Gladen, Vice President for Lands
and Conservation
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

Gene Mack, Project Coordinator
Sandhills Taskforce

Cathy Meyer, President
Sassafras Audubon Society

Will Morlock, President
South Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Chris Hesla, Executive Director
South Dakota Wildlife Federation

Gwen Brewer, President
Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Monique DiGiorgio, Executive Director
Southern Rockies Ecosystem Project

Sanford Schemnitz, Chairman
Southwest Consolidated Sportsmen

Craig Harper, President
Tennessee Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Penny Brooks, Board President
Tennessee Conservation Voters, Inc.

Lisa Powers, Board of Directors
Tennessee Herpetological Society

Danny Gaddy, President
Tennessee Ornithological Society

Kathleen Williams, President
Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation

Thomas Scott, President
Tennessee Wildlife Federation

Gary T. Myers, Executive Director
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency

Jimmie Powell, Director of Government Relations
The Nature Conservancy

Scott Simon, Director
The Nature Conservancy of Arkansas

Matt Hare, Government Relations Director
The Nature Conservancy of Nebraska

Todd Burras, Outdoors Editor
The Tribune

Dick Lancia, President
The Wildlife Society

Matt Connolly, President & CEO
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership

Donald B. Clark, Chair
United Church of Christ

Ed Kent, Chair
Utah Anglers Coalition



Joe Castleman, President
Utah Student Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Ray Hughes, Treasurer
Utah Wildlife Society

Ronald J. Regan, Director of Operations
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department

Loren Hansen
Veterinarian

Loren Forbes, Chair
Wagner Conservation Coalition

Chuck Lennox, Chair
Washington State Wildlife Diversity Advisory
Council

John McGlenn, President
Washington Wildlife Federation

Charles Conerly, Coordinator
West Florida Restoration Conservation &
Development Council

Jim Summers, Conservation Director
West Virginia BASS Federation

Frank Jezioro, Director
West Virginia Division of Natural Resources

Thomas Ditty, First Vice President
West Virginia Wildlife Federation

Ray Werts, President
Western Clinton Sportsmen's Association

Douglas H. Grann, President & CEO
Wildlife Forever

Meredith Taylor, Wildlife Program Coordinator
Wyoming Outdoor Council



