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TheArizona Wildlife Federation opposes passage of S849 (Yavapai Ranch Land ExchangeAct,
Northern ArizonaLand ExchangeAct of 2003) for the reasons set forth bel ow.

Historicaly, land exchangesdoneby legidative processhave not met “equal value” provisions, resulting
inthelossof largeamounts of money to taxpayersand thefederal government. Much of the private
land proposed for exchangein S849islow dollar valueland, with corresponding low ecological
values, whichwould resultin grossinequity invaueof land lost relativeto land acquired.

Provisonsmadein S849 regarding retention of water rightsand accessfor the current land owner on
what will become Forest Servicelandsare contrary to standard Forest Service Manual procedures.

Planned devel opment on post-exchange lands gained by the current landowner would have severe
negativeimpactson the Verde River Watershed with itsdependent wildlife habitats.

Positive aspects of S849 would be the consolidation of checkerboard land patterns on post-exchange
lands, which smplifiesadministration for the Forest Service and encourages public-useactivities.
Consolidationwould aso ensure contiguous habitat for wildlifeonthe Yavapai Ranch exchangelands
traded to the Forest Service, with opportunitiesfor habitat improvement projects. Lack of

devel opment activitieson thoselandswoul d benefit wildlifeand habitat.

AsArizona'soldest and largest nonprofit conservation organization, theArizonaWildlife Federationis
dedicated to the conservation and improvement of wildlifeand wildlife habitat inArizona. While
recognizing some positive aspectsfor wildlifeand wildlife habitat with regard to the Yavapa Ranch
Land Exchange, theAWF findsthe severe negative impacts of exchange outweigh any positive
aspects. TheArizona Wildlife Federation therefore opposes passage of S849 (Yavapai Ranch Land
ExchangeAct, Northern ArizonaL and ExchangeAct of 2003).



