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TheArizonaWildlife Federation supports Senator John McCainin hiseffortstolead the Senate
fight to eliminate wasteful government subsidiesinthe Tongass Nationa Forest.

Subsidized logging inthe Tongass Nationa Forest has cost American taxpayersmillions. 1n2002
alone, the Forest Service spent $36 million on the Tongass|ogging program and received only $1
millionin revenue. Over the past two decades, | osses havereached over $750 million.

OnJune 16, 2004, in astunning bipartisan effort, the U.S. House of Representativesvoted to limit
money to build logging roadsin the Tongass National Forest. Theappropriationshill, sponsored
by Reps. Steve Chabot (R-OH) and Robert Andrews (D-NJ), won by avote of 222 to 205. The
amendment issupported by abroad coalition of taxpayer and budget watchdog groups,
sportsmen and conservationists.

Sincethe U.S. House of Representativesvoted by astrong bi-partisan magjority to end taxpayer
subsidized logging inthe Tongass National Forest, the Forest Service hasfinalized 2 roadlessarea
logging projects-Gravinaldand and ThreeMile.

Based on Forest Service dataof the estimated 5-year averageloss on timber salesin the Tongass
thetaxpayer can expect tolosenearly $11 million onthese 2 salesa one. Additionally, they have
scheduled morethan 40 additional roadlessareasalesfor the next 10 years.

Senator John McCain (R-AZ) hasagreed to lead the efforts on the Senate sideto eliminate the
wasteful Tongasssubsidy. TheArizonaWildlife Federation fully supportshiseffortstolead the
Senatefight to eliminatewasteful government logging subsidiesinthe Tongass National Forest.



