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Changesto our landscape and wildlife habitat worldwideisoccurring at afaster paceand onalarger
scalethan ever before. Scientistsagreethat thischangeisdriven principaly by global population
growth, resulting in deforestation, the expans on of agricultural land, and the pollution of air, water, and
soil.

TheArizonaWildlife Federation believesin theimportance of balance among population, natural
resources, and wildlife. To ensure such abalance, it isessential that popul ation growth berestrained.
When people havetheability to choosethe number and spacing of their children, they often have
smdller, healthier familiesand thisreduces pressure on natural resourcesand wildlife.

Theworld’s population waslessthan 10 million peoplefor most of humankind’sexistence. The
world'scurrent populationis6.14 billion people. At current growth ratestheworld’s popul ation will
morethan doublein 53 years, to amind boggling 15 billion people.

Thisgrowth hasoccurred in spite of thefact that the average global fertility rate of 5 births per woman
in 1950 has dropped to the current rate of 2.8 births per woman. In spite of thisdrop, approximately
77 million peopleare added to the planet each year, in absolute numbers.

No onereally knowshow many peoplethe earth can sustain, but we do know that sustaining our
current population of 6.14 billion peopleishaving adevastating impact on our environment and natural
resourcesglobally. Death by starvationisstill thefate of many peoplethroughout theworld.

Total consumption of water hasincreased steadily dueto population growth. By 2025, two-thirds of
theworld’ spopulationwill beliving in water stressconditions.

In order to ensure sufficient water and other natural resources necessary to sustain peopleand wildlife,
AWF advocatesfor dowing popul ation growth through increased domestic and international voluntary
family planning ass stance. AWF a so advocatesfor our government to honor family planning funding
commitmentsit hasmadeto theinternational community inthepast. United Statesleadershipiscritica
to addressing theissue of finding aba ance among popul ation, natural resources, andwildlife.



