ARIZONA WILDLIFE FEDERATION
644 N. Country Club Drive, Suite E
Mesa, Arizona 85201

June 11, 2004

Dear Administrator L eavitt:

Wewriteto you asfellow sportsmen and outfittersto convey our concern about the effects of mercury
contamination on fish and wildlife. We urgeyou to ensurethat thisproblemisaddressed in aserious
andtimely manner.

Morethan 10 million acres of |akes and 400,000 miles of streamsin Americaare contaminated by
mercury. Forty-three statesand oneterritory currently warn the public about unsafemercury levelsand
advise peopl e against eating locally-caught fish. Peoplewho eat fish contaminated by mercury can
suffer frommyriad hedlth problems. Children, whosebrainsare still devel oping, areat particularly high
risk of neurological problemssuch asdelaysinwalking, talking and devel oping fine motor skills.
Evidence continuesto mount that mercury causesreproductive problemsin ducksand fish-eating birds
such asloons, and al so threatensreproduction in walleye and other fish species.

Inaddition to healthand wildlifeeffects, mercury infish haspotential seriouseconomicimplicationsfor
thesportfishingindustry. Accordingtothe U.S. Fishand Wildlife Service's* National Survey of Fishing,
Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation,” therecreational fishing industry generatesmorethan
$100billioninrevenue per year. Morethan 44 million Americansfish—morethan play golf and tennis
combined. Thisincludesnearly 10 million children. Few experiencesinlifeare better thanwitnessing
theexcitement of achildwhoreelsinhisor her first fish, then proudly takesit homefor dinner. How
doweexplaintothemthat they cannot safely eat what they catch?

Anglersin some states have had to worry about mercury fish advisoriesfor three decades—the
differencetoday isthat we now havethetechnology tofeasibly and affordably solvethisproblem. The
current Clean Air Actincludesaprovision to effectively address mercury pollution. Unfortunately, the
U.S. Environmenta Protection Agency’sproposal to reduce mercury emissionsfrom power plantsfalls
far short of what thelaw requires. We urgeyouto consider theimpact mercury hason our wildlife,
economy, and children, and strengthen thisproposal so it meetstheintent and obligationsof the Clean
AirAct.

Please help usrid our nation’sbeautiful rivers, streeamsand lakes of mercury sowe can continueto
enjoy fishing with our children for generationsto come.

Sincerdly,



