EPA in need of overseeing - Pesticide plan a new threat to endangered species
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Since 1973, the Endangered SpeciesAct has provided asafety net for America swildlifeonthe brink of
extinction, ensuring that our children and grandchildren will have moreto enjoy when they venture outdoors
than paved roadsand tall buildings.

Thebald eagle, anemblem of our great country, isone of the Endangered SpeciesAct’ sgreatest success
stories. So arethe black-footed ferret and another Arizonafavorite, the desert tortoise. Sowhy, after 30
yearsof success, doesthe Bush administration want to weaken the Endangered SpeciesAct witha

proposal that would allow compani esto use dangerous pesticideswithout properly assessing their impact on
protected species?

Under thisproposal, the Environmental Protection Agency could approve pesticide use without having to
consult withtheU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the National Marine Fisheries Serviceabout possible
harm that use might posetoimperiled wildlife, asisthecurrent policy. In other words, the biologistsand
wildlife expertswho are currently consulted on wildlifeimpactsbefore pesticide useis approved would be
cut out of theloop.

The EPA'strack record in safeguarding wildlifefrom pesticidesislacking. Because pesticides often travel
fromoneleve inthefood chain up to the next, they can have damaging effectson many speciesthat never
comeinto direct contact with them. FarmworkersinArizonawhotoil in pesticide-laden fields, and their
children, who often work and play inthefields, are especialy at risk for pesticide poisoning. Local fishand
gamebirdsand animal soften suffer from pesticideuseaswell.

Thereareseverd other well-documented incidences of pesticidesunintentional ly poi soning threatened and
endangered wildlife, and even children. For example, most of the morethan 48,000 reported poisonings of
children younger than 6 last year weretraced back to therat poi son Brodifacoum, the same cul prit that
killed several endangered San Joaquin kit foxesand golden eaglesin California.

Amphibians, which have porous skin that makesthem sensitiveto chemica changesintheir environment, are
especially vulnerableto pesticides. Pesticidesare carried by wind and do damageto amphibian speciesin
various places. Drifting pesticides come back to earth through rainwater and can be soaked up through
amphibians delicateskin.

Severa speciesof leopard frog are endangered in Arizonaand are dependent on strong Endangered
SpeciesAct protections. The Tarahumarafrog, which disappeared from the state more than 20 yearsago, is
being reintroduced next month, according to theArizonaofficeof theU.S. Fishand Wildlife Service. A
relaxation of endangered species protections could be devastating to these species.

Thisstifling of the act’sprogress does not haveto take place. U.S. Rep. Ralll Grijalva, D-Ariz., istaking a
stand on Capitol Hill in protecting wildlifefrom harmful pesticides. Hehaswritten aletter to Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator Michael L eavitt, Secretary of thelnterior Gale Norton and Commerce
Secretary Don Evans, expressing concern about these proposed changesto pesticideregulation. Heis
urging hiscongressiond colleaguesto sign theletter and join himin support of continuing strong safeguards
for threatened and endangered wildlifeinAmerica.

All living thingsareinterconnected in theweb of life. Oncewe start pulling even onethread of thisweb apart
weareultimately hurting oursel vesand future generations.

Thetimeisnow for our representativesin Congressto show that they care about keeping the Endangered
SpeciesAct strong.

Mike Perkinson isthe president of the Arizona Wl dlife Federation.



