ARIZONA WILDLIFE FEDERATION
644 N. Country Club Drive, Suite E
Mesa, Arizona 85201

February 4, 1997

Congressman J. D. Hayworth
1023 Longworth House Office Bldg
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Hayworth:

TheArizonaWildlife Federation Board of Directorshasreviewed the proposed Pinto Creek mining
operationsof Cambio, Inc. By unanimousvote, aposition was adopted by the Board opposing this
project. A largesegment of the 28-milelength of Pinto Creek flowsyear round and supportsahealthy
cottonwood-willow (Populusfremontii-Saix spp.) riparianforest. Theriparian vegetation provides
important habitat for breeding neotropical birdsand awidediversity of other wildlife speciesand the creek
servesasan important movement corridor. The elusive Eared Trogon (Euptilotisneoxenus), arare
neotropical bird, hasbeen sighted in the Pinto Creek region, and botanistshave recently discovered a
hornwort - asmall water-loving mossthat israreinArizona- inthearea. TheNational Forest hasfound
morethan 8 milesof Pinto Creek eligiblefor Wild and Scenic River designation based onitsscenic,
riparian and ecological vaues. Furthermore, Region I X of theU. S. Environmental Protection Agency has
declared Pinto Creek “ an aquatic resource of national importance,” adesignation that hasonly beengiven7
timesnationwidesinceit wasestablishedin 1992.

Cambio, Inc., aCanadian company, isproposing to build the Carlota Copper Mineright ontop of the Pinto
Creek and itstributary, Powers Gulch. Themain pit would bedirectly in Pinto Creek, forcing the
permanent rel ocation of approximately amile of the creek out of the pit areaand into adiversion channel.
The heap leach pad would liein Powers Gulch, requiring another mile-long permanent diversion channel for
that tributary, and posing athreat of pollutionin Pinto Creek. Themassivesiltation of Pinto Creek would
destroy riparian resourcesfor milesdownstream.

Theminewill usean estimated 1600 acre-feet of water per year (750-1,200 gallons per minute) fromthree
tofivewellsalong Pinto Creek, with the highest water usein the summer when surfaceflowsinthe creek
arethelowest. During dry years, themine swater demands might completely dry up Pinto Creek.
Furthermore, Carlotawould not bethe only draw onthewater in Pinto Creek.

Whenthe mineisshut down in 20 years, thelegacy to Pinto Creek will beharsh. A mileof Pinto Creek will
be confined to apermanent diversion channe lined with soil cement. Over in Powers Gulch, theheap leach
pad will contain spent orethat cannot be neutralized. Theareawould haveto be permanently monitored,
despite“restructuring” of the heap to promote runoff, to ensurethat no acid minedrainageisleakingintothe
creek system. Reclaimed areaswill berevegetated, but the natural riparian systems cannot be
reestablished.
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Thisproject cannot be approved dueto theirreparable damagesto natural resources. Thedestructive
nature of thisproject cannot be mitigated in asatisfactory, causing undue and unnecessary damagesto
natural resources, aclear violation of NEPA. Theonly possible mitigation that may be acceptablewould
bethrough aland exchange with Cambio, Inc., whereby the U. S. Forest Servicewould acquire private
landswithin the Tonto National Forest boundaries. Thelandswould beof asimilar natureand resource
valueasthat of Pinto Creek. Thisoption may beimpossiblesincetherearefew “Pinto Creeks’ |eft that are
of similar character and value. An EISamendment would be necessary to consider theland exchange
option.

Thank you for your time and the opportunity to comment on thisproject. Wewould appreciate your
thoughtson thisissue at your earliest possible convenience.

Sincerdly,

Mark Hullinger
AWF President

MHAN
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